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Activities Reports 2026 
 

Alpha Course 
 
In April, we started our first Alpha Course at St. Andrew’s. Alpha is a relaxed and welcoming 
course designed to help people explore the Christian faith in an open, informal, and non-
pressurised environment. Each evening includes refreshments, conversation, a video 
presentation, and opportunities for discussion and questions. It is particularly valuable for 
those who are new to church, returning to faith, or simply exploring deeper questions about 
life, meaning, and Christianity. 
 
This year, we were delighted to see 13 people sign up for the course, with around 10 attending 
regularly each week. The atmosphere has been warm, thoughtful, and honest, with some very 
deep learning taking place alongside rich and meaningful conversations. It has been 
encouraging to see people engaging seriously with the Christian faith and building 
relationships within the church community. 
 
The course has been a real success and has already become an important pathway for 
welcome, discipleship, and pastoral connection within the life of St Andrew’s. Our aim would 
be to run an Alpha Course – evenings and daytime – at least twice a year. 
 
Special thanks go to Cherie for her excellent organisational work and her pastoral support 
throughout the course. 
 
Rev Dr Steve 
 
 

Breakout Bible Study 
 
This report provides an overview of the Breakout Bible Study Group, including attendance, 
meeting format, recent areas of study, and possible future development. 
 
Attendance 
The Breakout Bible Study Group has been running since June 2021. Attendance has grown 
modestly and has remained stable throughout this period. There are currently approximately 
nine members in the group, with an average attendance of around six people at each meeting. 
 
Format, Time and Venue 
The group continues to meet on Wednesday evenings at 7:45 pm for approximately one hour, 
primarily using the Zoom online platform. Occasional face-to-face meetings are also held. 
 
Meeting online continues to prove convenient, and the technology has generally been reliable 
with very few technical difficulties. 
 
Bible passages, study notes, and discussion questions are circulated prior to each meeting. 
These form the basis for discussion, although conversations often develop naturally rather 
than strictly following the prepared questions. 
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Studies Undertaken and Learning 
During the past twelve months, the group completed an in-depth study of Romans using 
material produced by Rev Steve. The study explored the core message of the Christian faith, 
focusing on humanity’s need for salvation, God’s grace through Jesus Christ, and the 
transforming power of faith. 
 
The group then moved on to 1 Corinthians, following a published study course by Tom Wright. 
This study examined practical church issues and Christian conduct within a diverse and 
sometimes divided community. Topics included divisions within the church, moral and 
ethical issues, spiritual gifts, worship, and the hope of resurrection. 
 
The group is currently following Rev Steve’s Sunday homilies. Members have found it helpful 
to revisit and explore the Bible passages in greater depth together, reflecting on Rev Steve’s 
interpretation and sharing insights with one another. These discussions continue to 
encourage learning, spiritual growth, and a deeper understanding of what God may be saying 
to us. 
 
Future Development 
The group has discussed the possibility of holding occasional open meetings on specific 
topics of interest. 
 
One suggestion from a group member was to hold a session exploring church roles and 
responsibilities. In light of recent appeals for volunteers, this could help provide greater 
understanding of the activities, expectations, and time commitments associated with various 
roles within the church. 
 
There has also been discussion about arranging occasional joint meetings with other groups 
at St Andrew’s, which may help broaden fellowship, learning, and shared understanding. 
 
Adrian Saull 
 

Children and Families Work 

In 2026, we have continued to engage effectively with children and families in the following 
ways: 
 

i. School visits 
We have a number of different schools visiting the church each year. At least one class 
(usually one year group) per half term visits from St. Andrew’s Primary School. George Spicer 
visits for Harvest and Christmas. John Keats Academy visits for a history tour each year. 
Kedleston make occasional visits to fit in with their curriculum. Rev Dr Steve, Cherie and Kate 
have worked together to facilitate these visits in 2025/26. 
 

ii. School worship 
As well as George Spicer Festivals, we hold worship services each year in the church building 
for St. Andrew’s Primary School. These are for Harvest, Christmas, Easter and Leavers 
Service. Rev Dr Steve facilitates these acts of worship. 
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iii. School Assemblies 
Kate has undertaken regular whole school assemblies at St. Andrew’s Primary School. She 
has initiated and run sessions in the Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage One at 
George Spicer School at the Kimberly Gardens Site. 
 

iv. After-school Bible Club 
Kate and Cherie have run these Bible Clubs, which have proven to be successful and much 
appreciated. 
 

v. Classroom visits 
Rev Dr Steve makes regular visits to St. Andrew’s Primary School – at least twice per month. 
He visits every class each year and it is both enjoyable and beneficial to build relationships 
with the children and staff in their own setting. 
 

vi. Governorship – The Saints Federation 
St. Andrew’s Primary School has federated this year with St. Paul’s, Winchmore Hill and in 
partnership with St. Paul’s, N11. Rev Dr Steve has undertaken a considerable amount of work 
in his role as Governor, particularly leading the branding and marketing aspects of the new 
Federation. But particular thanks go to Chris Willett for his sterling work and commitment as 
PCC Governor on the Federation Board. He has represented the PCC well and has been 
heavily involved in many aspects of the work.  
 

vii. Governorship – Enfield Grammar School 
Rev Dr Steve serves as a Governor of Enfield Grammar School. Whilst his engagement with 
this is lighter than that as Governor of The Saints Federation, he continues to represent 
church and PCC at termly meetings. 
 

viii. Trustee – Enfield Grammar School 
Rev Dr Steve is more active as a Trustee of Enfield Grammar School and has been involved in 
many financial and resources decisions concerning the school this year. 

ix. School Social Events 
Thank you to Cherie, her family and members of the congregation who have given up their free 
time to serve God and the community of St. Andrew’s by helping Kate run children’s craft 
stalls at seasonal school fairs and church events. 
 

x. Children’s Area 
During Sunday worship, we continue to provide age-appropriate activities and resources, 
along with support for sensory and learning difficulties. The crafts and focussed activities are 
linked to the Bible readings for the day. This encourages intergenerational learning and 
continued discussions after the service.  
 

xi. Open Church activities 
We are grateful to the organisers and volunteers of Open Church who supported the children 
and family activities during the Harvest and Holy Week Open Church events, which were 
enjoyed by many.  
 

xii. Time for God (TFG) 
There has been a rise in parent/carer volunteers for both TFG and Sunday services. Some 
members of the younger youth – over 8’s – have begun assisting with TFG with the view to 
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become Young Leaders. Special thanks to Andrea Ali, her family and all the volunteers who 
offer their time to serve at St. Andrew’s. They are all an integral part of the Children and 
Families team. Their dedication enables St. Andrew’s to welcome more children and families 
into the space to meet with God and begin their faith journey. 
 

xiii. Safeguarding Training 
We have continued the teaching series on safeguarding for the children and families which 
we will revisit periodically throughout the year. Thank you to the Safeguarding Team for their 
continued encouragement with this. 
 
 
The demographics of Enfield are changing fast. The number of children in the Borough is 
falling dramatically. The number of spare places at schools is increasing. Many schools are 
now vulnerable to closure. With flexible working now a norm, many families are moving out of 
London. All of this will have a dramatic impact on how we minister to children and families in 
the coming years. We will need to be creative and courageous; to do things very differently 
than we have in the past. The opportunities are still there for discipling young people – but we 
may need to approach this in new and experimental ways. Please pray for all those who will 
be making decisions about this in the coming months and years. 
 
Rev Dr Steve and Kate Ladd 
 
 

Choir Report 
 
The choir continues to lead the sung parts of the 9.15am service on a weekly basis.  
 
Last year’s Christmas Carol service was the only major service in terms of choral music, 
supplemented by a few extra singers from the congregation. This was the usual mix of 
congregational carols, choir anthems, and readings. Otherwise, a regular year in terms of 
service music, adding some introits for special occasions and feast days.  
 
Numbers within the choir have reduced recently, and whilst we continue to encourage new 
members to join, this remains challenging. Although there isn’t a requirement for attendance 
every week, the general level of commitment needed does prove to be a barrier for people, 
particularly from those outside a church community. However, recent publicity has drawn 
some interest, and we have welcomed Victoria into the choir. We continue to hope for further 
interest. 
 
Philip Shrimpton 

Tea and Chat 

When I wrote our report last year, it was full of worry as there were 2 of our oldest members – 
Olive and Josie – quite poorly in North Middlesex Hospital. It is so good to report this year that 
these 2 dear ladies have managed to make wonderful recoveries and have been able to 
attend some of our meetings. We have also welcomed a new member - Ann Turner who after 
the death of her dear husband has been able join us and return to church after several years 
caring for him.  
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However, we have had some sadness with the passing of dear Keith Allen who up to last 
October, was a regular member of the group accompanied by Kathy. In fact, his last meeting 
was at Elsyng House Care Home where he had recently become a resident, joining Olive 
there. We miss him greatly. Subsequently, in February Shirley Cotton also joined Olive there 
and is slowly regaining her strength but is still not strong enough to join our meetings yet. 
  
We have had 9 meetings during the past year at various locations. 2 of them were 
at Elsyng where we have been made most welcome. In October, most of us joined with some 
of the residents for a talk on the history of Elsyng House, after which the home is named. It 
was good to welcome Cherie to this meeting, and she and Kate were there again when we 
returned in March to celebrate the special birthdays of 2 of our ladies. Josie Taylor was 95 the 
week before our meeting, and Ann Turner was 90 the week after. It was lovely to see so many 
people there, especially Ann’s sister and Josie’s son. We greatly appreciated the help given by 
Cherie and Kate with the refreshments and their involvement on this special occasion.  
 
The other ‘bigger’ meetings we have had were at Westwood Court courtesy of Joan and Jack 
and the manager. Last June, we had our strawberry tea there and hope to return again this 
summer for another one. In November, our favourite singers led by Sue Jeffreys came to 
entertain us, and this was enjoyed by everyone with over £100 being collected for the 
Alzheimer’s Society. We hope to repeat this again this November. Last month we held our 
Easter extravaganza there, with plenty of goodies to enjoy and some thoughtful words about 
Easter provided by Joan and Jack. We really appreciate being able to meet in their coffee 
lounge and welcome some of the other residents.  
 
Our smaller meetings have either been held at either Kathy’s or Diana’s. In September, 
Diana hosted and we had a good catch up with plenty of ‘tea and chat’ not having met for 2 
months. We also held our May meeting there and with it being the day before the 
local election, the ‘election expert’ Mr. Lane answered questions on all things electoral. 
This seemed to be enjoyed by all who said how interesting and informative it was. Kathy kindly 
entertained us twice. Firstly, in December for our Christmas celebration. We were lucky to 
have 2 choir members present – Ruth and Stephanie (who had a day off) - to lead our Carol 
singing after which we sampled plenty of Christmas goodies and used our brains in a quiz. In 
February we returned there and Kathy gave us a most interesting talk on the history of the 
building of her road – Whitethorn Gardens – with copies of original documents and pictures.   
 
As you can see, we once again have had a varied programme of talks and events. A big thank 
you to those who help in any way (hosting, providing transport or giving talks) to make these 
meetings possible, enjoyed by all who attend. 

Diana Lane 


